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    Interfaith Power & Light

National Teach In - Discussion Guide

These discussion questions provide a basic set of ideas for an engaged and directed conversation about the National Teach In (www.nationalteachin.org)

Take a few minutes to introduce yourself and tell people about Interfaith Power and Light in your state as well as the national campaign and what your congregation has done to be more energy efficient. 

The Interfaith Power and Light campaign is mobilizing a national religious response to global warming while promoting renewable energy, energy efficiency and conservation. As of 2008, Interfaith Power and Light affiliates were working in 28 states with over 5,000 congregations. These nonprofit organizations help people put their faith into action and protect Creation. 

Invite everyone to turn to another person and relate one image, moment or idea that surprised, moved or challenged them. Invite anyone to share what they or their partner said.

Discussion Questions:

1. Does your religious tradition compel you to care for the environment and how?

2. Do you think global warming is a moral issue and why?

3. Why is public policy important to address these problems?

4. Invite individuals to suggest an action that they can do individually or together that might encourage their legislators to pass legislation. (examples: collect signatures on a petition, write a letter to the editor or op-ed in your local paper, set up a meeting with your legislators, get your friends and neighbors to call their legislators about this issue)

5. Break into small groups of 5-20 people and brainstorm ideas to be more energy efficient. Have 1 leader from each small group share the ideas with the full group.  If you have time, share this quote and have a discussion:

6. Energy Secretary and Nobel prize winning physicist Steven Chu has called energy efficiency the low hanging fruit and said “…I would put the pedal to the floor on energy efficiency and conservation.”

After the Discussion:

Pass around the sign-up sheet. Remind everyone that their state Interfaith Power & Light leader will follow up with them by email. Provide contact information for your state Interfaith Power & Light office. 

If you want to learn more and support the faith communities’ work in your state:

http://www.theregenerationproject.org/State.htm
If you want to learn more about the work that is happening nationally:

http://www.InterfaithPowerandLight.org
The Interfaith Power & Light website provides you with ways to get involved with the interfaith religious response to global warming. You can choose to receive news and email alerts, see congregational resources and hear success stories from people of faith around the United States. 

Please make sure every attendee has an opportunity to write down their contact information (especially email address) on the contact sheet. Please collect and mail or fax the sheets to the Interfaith Power & Light state or national office:

National mailing address: IPL 220 Montgomery St. San Francisco, CA 94104. Fax (415) 561-4892
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